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“Hands-on”, FUN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
in Kloofendal Reserve
FGASA Qualified guides help learners discover how nature functions
 Learning through exploration
CONTACT for more information & bookings:

Karin Spottiswoode

Cell 079-693-5608 

sspotty@pixie.co.za
	Topics include:

Amazing interactions in Nature, both living and nonliving 

Habitats & niches

Why Conservation? Man’s impact on the natural environment 

Do Goggas have any function in our environment?

What is in a rock? Geology. Gold mining – its impact on us

Life amongst the leaves

Highveld / Bankenveld Ecology Grassland Ecology – the importance of grasses

Those Foreign Baddies! Problem plants & animals 

Prospectors Trail – visit into Confidence Reef Gold Mine
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	Ecosystems 

How not to get lost/ Map Reading
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INFORMATION

Kloofendal Nature Reserve consists of pristine Highveld with quartzite and shale koppies, the associated vegetation with its whole ecology, game, a dam and bird hide, good paths and is 110 hectares in size.  The first payable gold on the Witwatersrand was found and mined in the Confidence Reef, which is inside the Reserve. 

Duration of Walk: approximately 2 hours depending on the age group. 

Picnic facilities are present, so learners may bring a packed lunch and refreshments to enjoy in the beautiful surrounds after their walk.  The reserve is fenced and has a security guard on duty.

Clean toilets are available

4 groups of 20 learners can be accommodated at a time.  The cost is R25 per learner with a minimum of R400 per group, each group being a maximum of twenty learners, with one guide per group. 

Payments must be made in cash or bank deposit (EFT) prior to the walk.  A teacher must accompany each group and will be required to sign an indemnity form for the group, unless parents or custodians of the learners have already signed the form.

New Event for big groups (80 or more):

The Nature Treasure Hunt –team event involving simple map reading & nature quiz on foot with fun answers, suitable for different grade learners, organised by Steve & Karin Spottiswoode.  Each team will be given a map with part of the reserve on it, with the route they are going to do.  The route will have an accompanying question sheet.  Each control (treasure) has a question with two answers, one of which is the correct one - some times both answers will be correct.  The team has to choose the correct answer. The answers can be found by simple observation, reasoning and basic knowledge.  The controls on the route are a tree, rock, nest etc. marked with a numbered red and white tag.  The question will be on that subject.  The participants have an hour to complete the course. The answers will be discussed at the end of the event.

Depending on the size of the group, we may have to put out various different courses. 

On the day, we will start off by explaining how the treasure hunt works, teach basics of map reading, using the map they are going to use.  Then the learners must divide themselves into small teams, three per team is a nice size.  Each team needs to choose a name and has to register with the person at the Start and will be set off at 2-minute intervals so that they can't just follow one another and have to do their own map reading.  The courses will be along paths, but the paths are rocky in places, so it is recommended that the learners wear sensible shoes, preferably tackies - see attachment.  Once they have completed the course they must report at the Finish so that we know they are back.  Each team must record their finish time and work out how long the route took them.

When everybody is back - a set time will be announced beforehand - we will go through the answers.  The teams can mark their own answers and we can see how well everybody did.  From experience we know that this event will take between 2½ to 3 hours.  A picnic at the end is always advisable as the learners will be hungry.  There is no shop in the reserve so the learners must bring their own lunch & refreshments.

Please return the booking form soon as our nature guides need to be booked for your outing and laying out the courses with questions is a time consuming task.  The indemnity form can be emailed closer to the time or you can bring on the day.

