Friends of Kloofendal Newsletter – January 2011

Dear All,

A happy new year to you and hoping that this year is going to be a really good one. The rains certainly have been a lovely start of the year!

(i) Kloofendal Nature Reserve is just so green. The dam has been overflowing and the paths “around” the wetland are flooded in places.  There are many tadpoles in the wetland streams and in big clusters in the dam.

Grasses are flowering profusely and many spring flowers are still in bloom but beginning to die off.

The paths have been cut very recently; they are spacious and make walking in Kloofendal easy & enjoyable.

(ii) Events – attached please find our latest list of events. The Scorpion & spider walk & presentation this Friday evening is fully booked. For the Scorpion & spider course on Sunday there is still space as far as I know.  Please contact Jonathan Leeming directly on his cell (cell 082-338-4381)?  He is organising the Spider & Scorpion course event.

After all the rains the mushrooms are doing well and the Fungi/ Mushroom Walk on Saturday, 15th January, promises to be a lovely event. Please do book with me if you are interested? We do have booklets available on common mushroom in Kloofendal. Our guide, Bernice Porter, has put this booklet together. It is available at only R20 per copy. 

(iii) Bushveld Training Adventures (BTA) course 2011.

Not sure if the one-year, part-time day time field guide/ environmentalist course is going to run in Kloofendal Nature Reserve again this year. Do visit the BTA website www.bushveldtrainingadventures.co.za for information? If you are interested, please phone Sakkie van Aswegen at 082-337-1355 or 010-210-7128 or Miemie van Aswegen at 082-293-7054.

(iv) Our chairman, Errol Goetsch of the Centre for Social Impact, is leading the Friends of Kloofendal in negotiations with Johannesburg City Parks to formulate a mutually beneficial MOU (Memorandum Of Understanding).  Please contact us if you can help us.

On behalf of the Friends of Kloofendal (cell 

Karin Spottiswoode

Cell: 079-693-5608; Tel:   011-674-2980

Much more on our web site: http://kloofendalfriends.yolasite.com/

Invite people to sign on for our newsletter at http://www.kloofendalfriends.org.za/list/

