FroK (Friends of Kloofendal) Newsletter July 2011
Dear FroK Friends,
(i) Experience of a life-time

Bushveld Training Adventures (BTA) is offering a nature experience of a life time in the form of a one year, part-time wildlife & environment course 2012 with lectures during weekdays twice or three times a month in the Kloofendal Nature Reserve. The theory is augmented with practical studies and excursions, which include occasional outings to Pilanesberg, Nylsvlei, Magaliesberg & Combretum Park. 
The course is aimed at personal enrichment and career opportunities by gaining knowledge and insight of Highveld and Bushveld flora and fauna.
The course is structured in such a way that attendees can plan their personal programme around it.

Course topics include frogs, goggas, rocks, stars, mammals, birds, understanding animal behaviour, tracks & signs of the veld and many other interesting natural phenomena.

The lucky participant of this course will gain better understanding and appreciation of the natural environment, a national accredited certificate at successful completion of the course and most importantly the experience of a life time!
Local residents are indeed privileged to have this course running on their doorstep – no need to travel all the way to a game reserve and stay in a lodge in order to do a course like this, so yes, our thanks must go to Sakkie van Aswegen, well known, highly respected training provider & assessor of field guides, awesome field guide himself and the owner of BTA, to be willing to run a course here in Kloofendal!
For information and bookings please contact Sakkie van Aswegen at cell 082-337-1355 or me?

For more information on Bushveld Training Adventures do visit the website at www.bushveldtrainingadventure.co.za.?  If you compare BTA’s prices to other service providers’ you will find that they are very favourable.
Numbers for the 2012 course are limited to 14 participants, so do book soon?
(ii) New FroK events:

Photography Workshop consisting of four sessions, the two practicals of which will be in Kloofendal on Sunday morning 14th and 21st August, the initial more technical sessions on how your camera works will be in the presenter, Don Gair’s photographic studio in Fairlands on Tuesday evening 26th July & 2nd August – please see the attached programme for more information and for booking?
Geocaching – on Sunday 31st July, 09h00, organised by Pat de Klerk. This event involves finding geocaches in Kloofendal with a GPS – cellphone with GPS is fine. Pat and his assistants will show you how this is done – please see the attached information on the geocaching event.
Uses of local plants – 2 hour guided walk in Kloofendal Nature Reserveon Sunday 17th July, 09h00
Learn about the medicinal and other uses of our local plants. The walk will all be along paths Guides: Innocent Moyo & Karin Spottiswoode
(iii) Just a reminder of our monthly Prospectors Trail – family event – 2 hours this coming Saturday 16th July starting at 10 am
Visit the Confidence Reef Goldmine, first goldmine on the Witwatersrand, situated in Kloofendal Nature Reserve. Learn about the gold mining history, see the first stamp mill used for crushing gold bearing rock, try some gold panning –apparently there is still some gold!
Guide: Shirley Harrison.
Bird ringing with Grant Egen will be Saturday 30th July at 07h00
Fee for FroK guided walks is: Adults R40, children R20. FroK member adults:R30

Please book with me at cell 079-693-5608 or tel 011-674-2980?

Thanks, kind regards,

Karin Spottiswoode
