FroK (Friends of Kloofendal) Newsletter June 2011
(i) FroK membership subscriptions are due by end of June. Please join FroK or renew your membership? We really do value our members. Our FroK logo is “Preservation for enjoyment”, to conserve this beautiful reserve for our children’s children by environmental education through our various nature walks, and just peaceful enjoyment in walking, bird watching or picnicking there. 

Membership gives adults a discount of R10 at every FroK event.

The FroK membership form is attached to this newsletter.

Thank you for being or becoming a FroK member! Your subscription money is used for various projects such as our education materials, hacking tools and covering admin. costs.
(ii) Forthcoming events – attached is a list of our forthcoming events. Each year we seem to be having more and more events which is really wonderful. I am really grateful to the guides being willing to share their knowledge with us all! While there are new events, the “older” events are still hugely appreciated. I particularly would like to thank Jonathan Leeming, our scorpion guide, for his continued support of this popular FroK event for almost eight years now. But yes, each and every guide is really appreciated!
Grant Egen, one of our new guides, has introduced “bird ringing”, and will also be taking bird spotting walks and continue with the butterfly and moth walks.
Don Gair, professional photographer, has offered his services in terms of two photography workshops in his studio followed by two practical sessions in Kloofendal Nature Reserve – see forthcoming events list.
The portfolio of Invasive Alien vegetation removal has been taken over by Jörgen Hammarström. The hacking meets we have every second Saturday of the month meeting at 08h30 in the parking lot are making a difference and are actually really rewarding.

New FroK member Raeesah Chandlay, has introduced litter clearing events, the second one of which will be on Sunday 3rd July, 09h00. This event sounds like a lot of fun as Raeesah is proposing to use a boat on the dam in order to reach litter which is inaccessible from the banks of the dam.

Raeesah has also been making a valuable contribution to the FroK Environmental Education Centre. This centre is open at every FroK event.
(iii) Exciting sighting – I was told and shown yesterday, Tuesday 14th June, that four Barn owlets young are nesting on the old stage in the Kloofendal amphitheatre area. They make their presence heard at about 18h00 when the ladies Boot camp is on the go on the lawn, so yes, may be worthwhile joining the Boot camp! I did not see the owlets as it was still too early, but the droppings and owl pellets on the stage certainly do show their presence. 

(iv) Please report any interesting sightings, contributions or news regarding Kloofendal to us so we can give credit where it is due?

Kind regards, Karin Spottiswoode, on behalf of FroK
