FroK Newsletter, March 2011

Dear All,

1.  Thank you to those who answered the questionnaire for Dr Kerry Slater at UNISA.  Any more replies are welcomed.

2. February has been a month of Frogs, Bats, Butterflies & Insect outings in Kloofendal. It is wonderful to see the interest of the general public in these little creatures and a big thank you must go to our knowledgeable guides and to our capable convener and bookings lady (FroK committee member), Joey Swanepoel. Also our appreciation to JCP Conservation Manager of the Kloofendal Nature Reserve, Bishop Ngobeli, for allowing and actually encouraging FroK to have these interesting, mostly family oriented environmental educational events in the reserve.

3. At request of some of the participants on our walks, I am listing the various animals seen on the latest outings – not a complete list:

(i) Butterflies: Eyed Pansy, Yellow Pansy (male & female), Grass jewel blue, Rayed blue, Meadow white, Twin dotted border, Wandering Donkey (type of Acraea), Garden Acraea, Natal Acraea, Black bordered yellow, Henning’s Black eye 

(ii) Birds –Thick knees, redheaded finches, Neddicky, Tawny flanked Prinia, Bokmakierie, Orange throated wryneck, Streaky headed canary, African hoopoe, Greater striped swallows, Red faced mouse birds, European bee eaters, Sacred ibis, Steppe Buzzard and we heard Cuckoo shrike, Bar throated apalis and Wailing cisticola. Despite rain we saw a lot!

(iii) Frogs – Platannas, red toad, common river frog, heard bubbling cassinas

(iv) Bats – Cape Serrotine bats – lots of them!

(v) Insects – Garden Acraea caterpillar, different flies, cotton stainer bugs, dragon fly nymph, water boatmen – and many other insects. I could only stay for a short while

4.  Forthcoming attractions: Scorpions, Spiders, Geocaching, Nature Adventure Hunt, Confidence Reef goldmine visits, more Frogs, Birds and a Highveld Tree walk. 

Please do support our Invasive problem plant hacks on the second Saturday of every month? We are definitely making progress but do need your help.

Any suggestions and ideas on our guided walks in Kloofendal are very welcome.

5.  A steam engine of the same type and vintage of the engine used to drive the Struben stamp mill will be moved to Kloofendal on Wednesday 9th March. Permission for this move has been granted by the department of Arts, Culture & Heritage 

6.  FroK projects needing sponsorship

· Roof for the stampmill & steam engine

· Assist school groups to come to Kloofendal

