Friends of Kloofendal (FroK) Newsletter – September 2010

Spring has sprung in all its glory.  It always amazes me how new leaves and flowers can come out without any rain.

MOU between FroK and Johannesburg City Parks (JCP)

JCP sent a letter to us on the 8th September in response to most of the issues raised by FroK.  Much of the letter has focussed on use of the Ecology Centre.  We have not had an opportunity yet to discuss it in committee, but there are a number of aspects that will need to be negotiated.
Star gazing

The Star Gazing evening on Saturday 11th September was a big success, thank you to all who attended and all who made it happen!
Events

Please see the attached list.  In addition to the guided walks, we are offering more short courses than before.

Courses

Environmentalist/ Nature guide course 2011.

A FGASA-accredited one-year part time course run by Bushveld Training Adventures in Kloofendal Nature Reserve aimed at gaining the skills how to interpret the local natural environment.  This course has been described by participants in the past as “the best thing I ever did in my life”, “an experience that has changed my life”.  It will run with a minimum of ten participants, who must be registered for the course by November this year. For information please phone Miemie van Aswegen at 010-210-7128 or 082-293-7054 and visit the Bushveld Training Adventures website at www.bushveldtrainingadventures.co.za

Spiders and scorpions
Jonathan Leeming will present two one-day courses, on Sunday 24th October 2010 and on Sunday 16th January 2011.  Book with Jonathan at 082-338-4381 or by email at jonathan@scorpions.co.za
Wild Flowers

I will present a half-day (08h00 to 13h00) course on Wild Flowers on Saturday 30th October.  Book with Joey Swanepoel at the new Friends of Kloofendal cell 079-693-5608
Signage

A JCP senior manager removed the signage that FroK had placed on the entrance gates to the Amphitheatre.  We placed the signage with permission from the Manager in charge of the Reserve and understood that it would stay there until replaced by official signage that was both welcoming and provided clarity on the rules for the Reserve.

Security

We received a complaint about “… drunks, some of whom were behaving in an abusive fashion.” The complainant could not find any kind of security person to help.

Please note that there should be a security person on duty at all times.  This person is normally at the main entrance gate.  For serious problems in the Reserve, contact Inspector Danny Pieterse at 072-937-1645 to the sector police at 072-659-7279. Please inform FroK too, and JCP during their weekday working hours?
Karin Spottiswoode.
