
September 2020 Friends of Kloofendal Newsletter 
Cell 079-693-5608 (information) 

www.kloofendalfriends.yolasite.com 
Facebook page: FROK - Friends of the Kloofendal Nature Reserve 

Facebook group: Friends of Kloofendal  

Dear Friends of Kloofendal, 

1. The Reserve opened again on 1st August 

There was long queue of cars to get in on the first day open, 1st August, for exercise only.  The Reserve has 

been very busy and quiet since then - with no feeling of being crowded.  Long may it last.  

Temperatures were checked, sanitising of hands before and after signing in and recoding one’s 

temperature. Of course, masks had to be worn. Strictly no picnicking, benches, picnic tables, sun climbing 

gym out of bounds. 

Things have become a little less strict. Picnicking is now allowed, but only for family groups, less than 10 

people, social distancing to be adhered to. 

2. COVID-19 regulations in Kloofendal 

As always, public open spaces bylaws must be adhered to i.e. no electronic music, no alcohol, no ball 

games, no littering. 

It is disappointing that, at present, the bird hide is out of bounds, due to some people misbehaving in 

there, how selfish is that 

3. FROK ACTIVITIES RESTARTING 

EVENTS 
We have started our weekend guided walks again, adhering diligently to the COVID-19 regulations, and still 

to wait with school groups until schools have successfully started again 

On Saturday 29th August 9-11am, we had our first FroK event, Creepy Crawlies with Jonathan Leeming, fully 

booked, a very popular event. We read out the COVID rules to the group participants asking them if 

anyone had been in contact with any COVID-19 patients in the previous two weeks, if anyone had any 

symptoms and more.  All participants had to wear masks, and then off we went.  

 
  

Jonathan Leeming – Creepy 
Crawlies – Sat 29th August 

Rod Kruger – Goldmine Walk – Sun 30th 
August 

Rod’s booklet  
R50 per copy. 

file:///C:/Users/karin/Dropbox/Kloofendal/News/www.kloofendalfriends.yolasite.com
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=frok%20-%20friends%20of%20the%20kloofendal%20nature%20reserve
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1667502980177443/


On Sunday 30th August 2-4pm, our first Goldmine Walk with Rod Kruger since the Lockdown. Much enjoyed 

and Rod Kruger’s new booklet, Chasing Gold, was available to the participants, and is available from me 

(Karin) at cell 079-693-5608 

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 
This weekend: Saturday 12th September, Creepy Crawlies with Jonathan Leeming, 9-11am. Bookings with 

Quicket 

Sunday 13th September, Birding with Grant Egen , 8-10am 

Next weekend: Sunday 20th September, 9-11am Wild Flower Walk with me. 

“Imaged list of wild flowers of Kloofendal Nature Reserve” by Dr Jan van Wyk will be available at the walk 

at R120 per copy. All flowers, more than  300 species,  in that booklet were photographed by the author, in 

Kloofendal!  

Sunday 20th September, 2-4pm Goldmine Walk with Rod Kruger 

Sunday 27th September, 9-11am Geology Introduction of Kloofendal Walk with Steve Spottiswoode .  

Bookings for these events with me  on FroK cell 079-693-5608 or my cell 072-595-6991 – the FroK cell is 

giving problems at present  

For these events the meeting place is on the steps outside the Ecological Centre in the amphitheatre area. 

The Ecological Centre itself is still out of bounds 

4. Conservation - FroK WhatsApp groups 

In line with FroK’s vision to preserve the Kloofendal Nature Reserve for future generations, FroK 

encourages the community to assist JCPZ in good management of the reserve through its various 

WhatsApp groups: 

Safety and welfare of the wildlife - Monitoring for snares, loose dogs chasing and killing wildlife, holes in 

fencing enabling criminals (such as poachers) to get into the reserve, 

Litter control– so much litter comes down along the stream, getting caught in rocky pools and dense bush 

in the stream. Litter, including building rubble comes from neighbouring houses. Old fencing is left lying in 

the reserve – this should have been cleared years ago, and should be cleared, as buck can break a leg in 

that fencing. Jackie Zietsman and Chrystal Lombard have been removing litter from Kloofendal for nine 

years, they have removed hundreds of bags of litter which they do, as they really appreciate the reserve 

and want to preserve it! However, litter removal is part of JCPZ’s management of the reserve. Litter is very 

harmful to the environment and to the reserve 

Crime prevention and intervention - Facilitating communication with the security guards who are on duty 

24 hours a day – we are very grateful to have 4 security guards on duty day and night! 

Sewerage overflows (big problem in Kloofendal) – the sooner these are reported, the sooner they can be 

stopped. Follow up is very important, monitoring whether the leak has been attended to or not – if not, 

again report it to the relevant group. on these groups and action taken by the various responsible people/ 

departments/ organisations. 

Alien invasive plants (AIP)Control – AIP encroachment is a big treat to the reserve. There are many copses 

of AIP’s quietly intruding into our indigenous plant communities and into the stream. AIP control falls 

under JCPZ management, who sadly has other priorities such as firebreaks in winter and grass cutting in 

summer. As in the past, we do want to work jointly with JCPZ on this problem. An exciting project of 

https://www.quicket.co.za/events/113778-creepy-crawly-walk-12th-september/#/


mapping the major AIP’s in Kloofendal is in progress, more details in our next newsletters! Accurate and 

extensive mapping must precede the management of systematic AIP removal and repeated follow ups. 

Environmental Education – FroK’s guided nature walks - creates awareness of the biodiversity of nature, 

how everything in it co exists and depends on each other, man’s footprint and how man together can 

reduce its harmful impact on nature.  

You are encouraged to join any of the WhatsApp groups where you feel you can help. 

The Snare Patrol – Kloofendal WhatsApp group deals not only with snares, but also with reporting of sewerage 
leaks, irregular activities such as people digging out plants, collecting scorpions, holes in fencing, people breaking 
bylaws such as electronic music and more. 
 
The Dog Patrol2020 group was started particularly for neighbours who have been observing dogs in the Reserve 
during lockdown. During this time, and before Lockdown, a group of 4 or 5 dogs was seen quite frequently in the 
reserve chasing the buck. Soon after community members were given access into the reserve again at Lockdown 
level 2, some of us checked for holes in the fencing around the reserve, some holes were found and blocked off with 
rocks. Since then no packing dogs have been seen in the reserve. Let us hope that it stays that way! 
 
The FroKNews group  was started to advertize our guided nature walks and events, but has extended to inform the 
community on matters of concern, namely the recent proposed building development proposal of JCPZ, which looks 
like legalising a building,  containing a canteen/ restaurant to be put up allowing,  public open spaces bylaws to be 
broken –(allowing  alcohol, electronic music) becoming a noisy party venue .  Only administrators can post on this 
group, and only rarely do post, so you will not get swamped with messages. 
 
FroKInvasivePlantControl dealing with AIP’s in the reserve under guidance of FroK and hopefully JCPZ too. We need 
volunteers. 
 
Litter Control – we don’t have such a volunteer group yet, but may need to start one. Our two ladies need help if 
JCPZ is not going to improve in their management of litter control in the reserve. 
 
Volunteer to manage the FroK noticeboard please? I will provide the events, but we need an arty person to arrange 
the displays, which includes keeping the flowers fresh – my latest thing is to put flowers flowering into little 
containers with water, with a label of what the plants is called 

 

5. OTHER NEWS 

1. Camera trap for recording animals in the reserve, particularly the nocturnal ones.  

FroK has bought three and are being placed by Michael Ormonde.  The first pictures were encouraging, but we are ot 

ready to release them as Michael is still experimenting with positions and angles. 

2. Boma next to the parking lot, put up about three weeks ago,  is apparently to be used to keep animals 
from the Johannesburg zoo – we guess that mountain reedbuck and duiker might be brought from the zoo 
to introduce new breeding stock into the reserve. The bales of hay on the stage are meant as fodder for 
the zoo animals.  

There has been no official statement by JCPZ on the function of the boma, nor the bales of hay on the 
stage. 

That is all for now! Enjoy spring in the reserve, the Buddleja flowers have such a lovely, strong smell! 

Kind regards, 

Karin Spottiswoode 

On behalf of the Friends of Kloofendal 

FroK Cell 079-693-5608, my cell 079-693-5608 
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